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The top five New York art shows this week 
Check out our suggestions for the best art exhibitions you don’t 

want to miss, including gallery openings and more 
 

“H.C. Westermann: See America First” 
 

Westermann was surely one of the most eccentric American 
artists of the postwar era. A Marine who fought in the Pacific 
during World War II, he attended the Art Institute in Chicago 
before returning to active duty during the Korean War. Much of 
this combat experience found its way into Westermann's work, 
which combines elements of folk art, Pop Art, Surrealism and 
Dadaism. He created sculptural objects and drawings that 
channel a nostalgic longing for a earlier, more rural America 
while exhibiting a somewhat perverse sensibility. He exerted a 
huge influence on Chicago imagists of the 1960s like Jim Nutt, 
though he didn't belonging to any group, preferring instead to 
remain an outsider who followed his own idiosyncratic vision. 

 


