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Press Release

AL FREEMAN – COVERS: DRAWINGS 2023-2024

April 6 – May 6, 2024
Opening Reception at 56 Henry: Saturday, April 6th, 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Venus Over Manhattan
39 Great Jones Street
New York, NY 10012

(New York, NY) – Venus Over Manhattan and 56 Henry are pleased to present a col-
laborative, two-venue exhibition of new work by Al Freeman. On view simultaneously 
at 39 Great Jones St. and 56 Henry St., the exhibition marks the first solo presentation 
dedicated to the artist’s drawing practice. Featuring recent drawings of book covers and 
album covers, the exhibition is titled Covers: Drawings 2023–2024, referencing both the 
subjects depicted and Freeman’s appropriative strategy of reinterpreting existing works. 

The exhibition will be on view at both 39 Great Jones Street and 56 Henry Street from 
April 6th through May 6th, 2024. An opening reception will take place at 56 Henry on Sat-
urday, April 6th, from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. Covers marks the artist’s first solo presentation with 
Venus Over Manhattan, and her fourth with 56 Henry.

56 Henry
56 Henry Street
New York, NY 10002
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The presentation at Venus Over Manhattan features drawings of book covers and two 
soft sculptures—an extension cord and a tray of colored pencil. Reflecting a deflationary 
impulse in her practice, the pencils reference the materials used in her drawings, and the 
cord functions as an exaggerated line drawing in space.

The presentation at 56 Henry features a series of drawings, in a uniformly smaller format, 
that feature images of album covers and book covers. The drawings on view at 56 Henry 
have been selected by Mel Ottenberg, Editor in Chief of Interview Magazine, and Naomi 
Fry, staff writer at The New Yorker.

ABOUT AL FREEMAN

Al Freeman was born in 1981 in Toronto, Canada. She received her BA from Concordia 
University, and her MFA from the Yale University School of Art. Her work has been the 
subject of numerous solo exhibitions, including recent presentations at 56 Henry, New 
York; One Trick Pony, Los Angeles; Grice Bench, Los Angeles; Ceysson Benetiere, Paris; 
Carl Kostyál, Stockholm, and Bortolami, New York. Freeman’s work frequently features 
in group exhibitions both stateside and abroad, including recent presentations at Inter-
national Waters, New York; Tif Sigfrids, Athens; Office Baroque, Antwerp; Analog Diary, 
Beacon; Broadway Gallery, New York; Embajada, San Juan; CUE Foundation, New York; 
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Harper’s, East Hampton; and Canada, New York. In 2023, Nieves published a zine fea-
turing work from the artist’s series of “Covers,” curated by Dan Nadel. Freeman’s work 
receives frequent coverage in major publications, including recent pieces in The New York 
Times, New York Magazine, and Burlington Contemporary. Freeman lives and works in 
Brooklyn, New York.

For further information about the exhibition and availability, please contact the gallery at 
info@venusovermanhattan.com

IMAGE CREDITS
Cover (Van Gogh: A Retrospective), 2024. Oil stick 
and colored pencil on paper. Work: 24 x 18 in (61 x 
45.6 cm) Framed: 27 x 21 in (68.8 x 53.3 cm)
Soft Colored Pencils, 2023. Vinyl and polyfil; 100 
1/2 x 124 x 18 in (255.8 x 315 x 45.7 cm)
Soft Power Cord (Turquoise), 2023. Vinyl and polyfil; 
100 1/2 x 124 x 18 in (255.8 x 315 x 45.7 cm)

All images of works by Al Freeman, courtesy the 
artist, 56 Henry, New York. and Venus Over Manhat-
tan, New York.
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